
From	the	desk	of	

William	Ross	Adamsen	
Feb	27,	2019	

	

166 Camp Workcoeman Road New Hartford, CT  06057   s  917.796.4284[m]   s    bill.adamsen@gmail.com	

 
To: Senator Cohen and Representative Demicco 

Environment Committee, Co-Chairs 
Legislative Office Building, Room 3200 
Hartford, CT 06106 

RE: Proposed House Bill No. 6637 – AN ACT REQUIRING AN INVASIVE SPECIES 
STAMP FOR THE OPERATION OF A MOTORBOAT ON THE INLAND WATERS OF 
THE STATE 

 
Dear Senator Cohen and Representative Demicco: 

My name is William Adamsen and I live in the Town of New Hartford on West Hill Lake and I 
am an active member of the Connecticut lakes community. I write in support of the concept 
behind HB 6637 and the substitute language the Connecticut Federation of Lakes will provide.   
The Bill and substitute language is designed – in part – to address aquatic invasive species.  Once 
established, aquatic invasives alter the recreational and ecological value of lakes and are virtually 
impossible to eliminate.  West Hill Lake is one of just two lakes with public access in the State 
of CT that do not have aquatic invasives (the other is nearby Winchester Lake).  Yet the State 
has only limited State Boat ramp monitoring presence to inspect boats arriving from any one of 
the nearby CT and MA lakes … virtually all of which DO have aquatic invasives! 
Were invasives to appear in West Hill Lake, the impact would be devastating. Besides the fact 
that West Hill is currently the cleanest lake in CT and a wonderful recreational destination, 
excess collectable tax revenue from West Hill waterfront lots was estimated at $700k/year for 
New Hartford alone in 2016.  That’s a dividend paying out year after year … as long as the 
lake’s value continues to support such assessments. West Hill is an incredible destination for 
summer and winter Trout and Kokanee (one of just three lakes) fishing. Free of invasives, it has 
become a preferred destination for long distance swimming and triathalon training and events. It 
is one of CT’s best destinations for SUPs, kayaks and sailing. 
The State’s investment in keeping West Hill Lake free of aquatic invasives (via the State Boat 
Ramp) will both help keep West Hill the great recreational resource it is, and help protect New 
Hartford and Barkhamsted from a crushing financial loss.   

 
Sincerely, 

 

William Ross Adamsen 

cc. Bill Simanski, Kevin Witkos 


